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The Atikamekw Nation

• Over 8 000 members

• High use of their traditional language (Nehirowimowin)

• Identity strongly rooted in the traditional territory known 

as Nitaskinan

Éthier et al., 2019

Wemotaci

The Atikamekw community of 
Wemotaci
• Haute-Mauricie, 115 km North of La Tuque

• Wemotaci family lands (Wemotaci Aski) represent just 

over 1,500,000 ha.
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The Atikamekw of Wemotaci's quest for leadership in the 
forestry of the Nitaskinan
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2014: Declaration of sovereignty over Nitaskinan 

by the Atikamekw Nation Council (ANC)

2022: Wemotaci Atikamekw give formal notice to the 

government

2023: Nahitatowin masinahikan

framework agreement for a new 

relationship between the Atikamekw of 

Wemotaci and the Government of Quebec

1979: The Conseil des Atikamekw et des Montagnais (CAM) 

files its first land claim with the provincial and federal 

governments

2013 to 2023 : Several 

road blockings for the recognition of 

ancestral rights

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1DUF2isFWsqVSYhbaACYtbgcLi_YjDqpE3GLQIVgkKQg/edit
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1DUF2isFWsqVSYhbaACYtbgcLi_YjDqpE3GLQIVgkKQg/edit
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1DUF2isFWsqVSYhbaACYtbgcLi_YjDqpE3GLQIVgkKQg/edit
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1DUF2isFWsqVSYhbaACYtbgcLi_YjDqpE3GLQIVgkKQg/edit
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1DUF2isFWsqVSYhbaACYtbgcLi_YjDqpE3GLQIVgkKQg/edit
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1DUF2isFWsqVSYhbaACYtbgcLi_YjDqpE3GLQIVgkKQg/edit
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1DUF2isFWsqVSYhbaACYtbgcLi_YjDqpE3GLQIVgkKQg/edit
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1DUF2isFWsqVSYhbaACYtbgcLi_YjDqpE3GLQIVgkKQg/edit
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1DUF2isFWsqVSYhbaACYtbgcLi_YjDqpE3GLQIVgkKQg/edit


o Violates duty to consult and accommodate

Activities on its unceded ancestral territory

"From our point of view, the current consultations are superficial, the 
accommodations derisory, the cumulative effects are never taken into
consideration and the measures for conserving the territory are 
insufficient."

François Néashit, Precedent chief of the CAW

o Hinders the exercise of ancestral rights

o Is a threat to the Atikamekw way of life

o Unconstitutional

According to the Conseil des Atikamekw de 
Wemotaci (CAW), the implementation of Quebec's
forestry regime..:

Wemotaci gives formal notice to the Quebec government



Nahitatowin Masinahikan Framework 
Agreement between the Atikamekw 

of Wemotaci and Quebec Concerning 
Territory and Forest Resources

"The government is authorized to enter into
agreements with any aboriginal community
represented by its band council to facilitate the 
exercise and monitoring of forest management 
activities by community members and to support 
sustainable forest management."

L.R.Q., 2010, c. A-18.1 art. 8
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Informations on the framework agreement:

o 3 years

o Paves the way for the signing of a collaboration 
agreement

o Protection, management and enhancement

Article 8

One of the topics:

o Continuing the development and promoting the 
implementation of the Integrated Land Use Plan 
for the Atikamekw de Wemotaci (PAITAW)



How can we ensure that the interests, values and needs of the Wemotaci 
Atikamekw are taken into account in forestry planning in Quebec?

Identifying forest planning 
issues for the Atikamekw of 
Wemotaci
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Propose culturally 
appropriate harvesting 
scenarios

02

Targets
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Methodology: Preliminary idea

Research strategy

⚬Mixed case study method

⚬Collaborative approach

Lavazorici, 2011
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Data collection

o Participatory mapping (objective 1)
Results:
-Family map (1)
-Conservation map - cultural and ecological values (2)

o Working groups with the families (objective 2)
Results: 
-Harvesting scenarios (3)



Literature review

Research proposal

Family map

Data analysis

Redaction

Fall 2023 Winter 2024 Summer 2024 Fall 2024 Winter 2025 Summer 2025

Calendar

Harvesting scenarios

8

Conservation map of cultural 

and ecological values



Economic 
benefits

Valorization of Atikamekw's land use

Development of concrete tools that can be easily used 

by Wemotaci

Protection of Atikamekw cultural and traditional 

values

Economic benefits for the community

A better understanding of strategies to encourage 

Aboriginal participation in forest management and 

economic development
Canva, 2023

Sustainable forest planning
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Conseil des 

Atikamekw de 

Wemotaci

Chaire de 

leadership en 

enseignement en 

foresterie 

autochtone
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Thank you!
Élisabeth Petitclerc

elisabeth.petitclerc.1@ulaval.ca
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